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The Marshall University Oral History of Appalachia Program is an
attempt to collect and preserve on tape the rich, yet rapidly disappearing
oral and visual tradition of Appalachia by creating a central archive at
the James E. Morrow Library on the Marshall campus. Valued as a source
of original material for the scholarly connnunity, the program also seeks
to establish closer ties between the varied parts of the Appalachian regionWest Virginia, Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky.
In the Spring of 1972, members of the Cabell-Wayne Historical Society
joined with Dr. 0. Norman Simpkins, Chairman, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, and Dr. Michael J. Galgano of the Department of History in
establishing the program. The Historical Society and other community
organizations provided the first financial support and equipment. In
April 1974, the Oral History program received a three year development
grant from the Marshall University Foundation allowing for expansion and
refinement. In 1976, the program became affiliated with New York Times
Microfilm Corporation of America. To date, approximately 4,200 pages of
transcribed tapes have been published as part of the New York Times Oral
History Program. These materials represent one of the largest single
collections of Appalachian oral materials in existence. Royalties earned
from the sale of the transcripts are earmarked for the continuation of
the program.
The first interviews were conducted by Marshall University History
and Sociology students. Although students are currently involved in the
program, many interviews are conducted by the Oral History staff. Graduate
students are strongly encouraged to participate in the program by taking
special topic courses in oral history under the supervision of Dr. Robert
Maddox, program director since September 1978.
The program seeks to establish contacts with as broad a variety of
regional persons as possible. Farmers, physicians, miners, teachers,
both men and women all comprise a significant portion of the collection.
Two major types of interviews have been compiled: the whole life and
the specific work experience. In the whole life category, the interviewer
attempts to guide ~ubtly the interviewee through as much of his or her life
as can be remembered. The second type isolates a specific work or life
experience peculiar to the Appalachian region and examines it in detail.
Although both types of interviews are currently being conducted, emphasis
is now placed on the specific work experience. Recent projects are concerned
primarily with health care, coal mining, and the growth of labor organizations.
Parts II and III of the Oral History of Appalachia collection were
compiled by Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director, and processed by Ms. Brenda
Perego.
Dr. Robert F. Maddox, Director
Ms. Brenda Perego, Processor

An Interview With:

Mrs. Eva Waller Smoot
Place
523 - 14th Street
Ashland, Kentucky
Date:
March 15, 1980

Interview Conducted by:
Richard C. Smoot

Eva Waller Smoot

RCS:

This interview was conducted by Richard C. Smoot
for the Oral History of Appalachia Program at Marshall University. The narrator is Mrs. · Eva Waller·
Smoot, who lives at 532 - 14th Street in Ashland,
Kentucky.* Mrs. Smoot's correct address is 52314th Street, not 532. The interview took place
on Saturday, March 15, 1980.
Born and raised in Appalachia, Mrs. Smoot relates
her experiences growing up in Lawrence County,
Kentucky. She discusses her family background, including her father's experiences with the Hatfield's
and McCoy's. The discussion then turns to the
importance of religion, some talk about moonshining,
work during childhood, travel and health care. She
gives her educational background, followed by her
experience as a teacher.
Having moved to Ashland, Kentucky in 1930, Mrs. Smoot
tells about Ashland in the 1930's and 1940's, comparing
it to the present day. The Great Depression and its
effects on the people in the Ashland area is discussed,
as in World War Two. Mrs. Smoot tells about working
in the Armco steel mill in Ashland during World War
Two as a shell inspector and about other women working
in the factory at that time.
She talks about her relationship with former Chief
Justice of the United States Frederick Vinson, and
about John Dietrick, a Republican Party leader in the
area. She then discusses the experience of her late
sister Mary Tudor who, among other things, attended
the first meeting of the United Nations in San Francisco
following the Second World War.
(Pause).

RCS:

Would you give me your birthdate, please?

EWS:

Well, I was born, um, July 14, 1906.

RCS:

And where were you born,?

EWS:

I was born at Potter, in Lawrence County, Kentucky.

RCS:

Potter in Lawrence County.

EWS:

Un huh.

Eva Waller Smoot 2
RCS:

What were your parent's full names?

EWS:

Uh, my father's full name was Lindsay Garred Waller ...

RCS:

Uh huh.

EWS:

My mother was Alwilda Potter Waller.

RCS:

And where were they from?

EWS:

Well, they were from, at Potter, down at, they lived
in Potter. Around there, in that territory. Of course,
my mother's folks lived right across the river from
Potter at a little station stop called Hewlett, West
Vi~ginia.

RCS:

There's a story that goes along with that you had
related to me ...

EWS:

Yes, yes.

RCS:

Would you tell that to me, please?

EWS:

Yes. Uh, the uh, Potter is a station stop on the
Chesapeake and Ohio Railway Company that goes up
Big ,Sandy, and uh, that station stop was named for
my grandfather. And they owned quite a bit of land
there. And also across the river, on the N & W Railway
Company, the station stop is named Hewlett and that is
for my grandmother's folks, who owned a lot of property
over there. So, uh, my, my grandfather came to this
country from Liverpool, England and he came to New
York City as an accountant. And, my Uncle Jim Hewlett,
uh was uh, he dealt in lumber. And he made a lot of
trips to the city, New York. And he discovered this,
uh, my grandfather, in New York City, with uh, a firm
as an accountant. And he talked him into coming to
Louisa and working for him. And that's how then, of
course, he met my grandmother and married.

RCS:

Uh bus. So, Potter is on the Kentucky side and Hewlett's
on the West Virginia side.

EWS:

Right.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

Well, most people in those days were, there were, really
nothing much in that part of the county, of the state,
to do except to be farmers.

Uh huh, uh huh.
Uh, what did your father do?
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RCS:

Uh huh.

EWS:

And, or to deal in lumber.
developed very well then.

RCS:

I see.

EWS:

So, uh, and oil, there was oil wells in some parts
of the county, like out to Blaine, which is right
far from Louisa. But, but most the people were
just good old Anglo-Saxon people, American people,
and . good old farmers, and hard working people. So
he did that for awhile, and then, after we, we left
Potter after all the children were, uh, at school age
to go to Louisa, which was three miles away, so we
could all go to high school and attend school. So
uh, that is, uh ...

RCS:

He was, uh, also with the, the ministry, wasn't he?

EWS:

Yes. And uh, and the uh, the reason he didn't go on
with the ministry was he was a, uh a minister, he was
a Baptist lay minister. And he, of course, could not
devote all of his time there because he had so many
children that he had to support that he had to take
another job in connection with that. And that was
the job that he took that uh, was, a traveling salesman for a grocery, a wholesale grocery company right
here in Ashland. And, uh, back in those days men had
to travel up in, in the, on the Tug fork of the Big
Sandy River, ana the ..;.Levisa.!fork. of the; Big . Sandy .. River,
wh~ch was on the Kentucky side, and the Tug fork was on
the West Virginia side. So my father, his territory was
on the West Virginia side. And, of course, ..

RCS:

Uh, they uh, they also, I, well, I wanted to ask you
what the name of the wholesale house was.

EWS:

The wholesale house was Crimp and Fields Wholesale
Grocery, and the old building is right down here now
on 16th and Greenup. And it was used for many years
by different wholesale grocery, I mean not wholesale
groceries so much as wholesale furniture companies ...

RCS:

uh huh.

EWS:

Different things, and its still in use, I think, now
down there.

Coal hadn't been really
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RCS:

Okay. And I also wanted to ask, uh, what was the size
of·your family?

EWS:

Well, my family was large, as I said before, there's
seven girls in our family and two boys.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

So, of course, as I, as I started to tell you awhile
ago, there we went, the reason we left Potter and
went to Louisa was because of the schools. So there,
we, he wanted us to, to, so we wouldn't have to walk
for miles and miles to get to a school. And so that's
one reason we went to Louisa.

RCS:

The Louisa City schools, then.

EWS:

Louisa, yes. I went to Louisa public schools, and
then Louisa High School where I graduated from, and
some of the others in my family did, too.

RCS:·

Okay. Uh, your father was, uh, familiar with the
Hatfields and the McCoys, was he not?

EWS:

Yes. That's, that's how he met the Hatfields and the
McCoys, was with this traveling job for the wholesale
grocery company. It took him up around Williamson and
Matewan and up in there, uh, that's where they all lived.
And, uh, so he uh, back in those days you either had to
ride a train to get to some part of your destination
and then take a horse or a buggy or whatever, or walk,
to get to a lot of the stores that were out in the
valleys and up in the hills and miles away from you'.
know, each other.

RCS:

uh huh.

EWS:

So he had to ride a horse, and we always kept two
horses, because uh, uh, the fact that he had to ride
a horse. And so, that's how he met the McCoys. He
would be on his job selling groceries and maybe it
would be late and he would not, uh, couldn't go come
on in home or he had missed the train. So he would
go to the Hatfields and ask if he could spend the
night. And he knew Devil Anse Hatfield very well.
They were, they had become very good friends. And,
uh, so, of course, he would knock on the door, and
they would holler and ask who was there, and he'd
tell them. He'd always say "It's Lindsay," and uh

j
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(laughter) so they then said just a minute. They'd
co~e to the door and let him in, and ask him if he'd
had anything to eat, it would be dark a lot of times
and cold. And he'd say well no, not much, only just
something maybe out of the stores, that he, maybe some
cheese and crackers or something. And they would always
give him a glass of buttermilk and a great big hunk of
cornbread and he said it really tasted very good. So
he, uh, had spent the night with them a lot of times and
most of the time he'd sleep up in the loft. You'd have
to climb a little stepladder or ladder from the first
floor to go up in to a loft. And ·a lot of times, uh,
there would be, he would be sleeping on hay or cornshucks or whatever happened to be on the floor. And,
uh, but they_were always very nice to him and he got
along great with them. And the McCoy's were very nice,
too. He didn't know them as well as he did the Hatfield's, because they lived across the river, you know,
from the Hatfield's.
RCS:

Was he around when they were feuding?

EWS:

Oh yes, oh yes indeed.

RCS:

Did he ever tell you very much about that?

EWS:

Yes, he certainly has. He has entertained us a lot of
times with telling some of the things he would, you
know, walk into, or knew about when he would get there.
And, of course, he would try to talk to, uh, different
ones, but there was no use, you know. They, they just
knew how to feud and fight all the time (laughter) and
so, they ...

RCS:

Did you, uh, did you ever hear any stories that particularly
stuck in your mind that he told about either the Hatfields
or the McCoys?

EWS:

Yes, there's one particular story that certainly stayed
with me. And that was one time he was coming home. He
had been up, uh, in that part traveling: and selling
groceries and so forth, so he was coming home on that
little train that ran down from Williamson to Portsmouth.
And he had to get off across the river from Louisa at
Fort Gay, a station stop. So what he, I don't remember
exactly ·where he was when he got on the train, but it
must have been some place below Williamson. And when he
got on the train he saw that it, that, that somebody was
holding the train up and holding all the passengers up.
And (laughter) so he found out after he got on there that
it was the Hatfield's. Two or three of the boys that he
knew, and called them by their names, and I've forgotten
what he did, what their names were, but he had tola us
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about this. And he asked them, he said, don't you
boys know that you're going to get into trouble? And
said, if this train goes into, uh, if you don't let
them stop at Fort Gay and go on Into Kenova that they'll
have railroad detectives there and, uh, police, and all,
and you'll get into trouble, and you'd better; he said,
of course, he was thinking about himself, whether they
were going to let him get off at Fort Gay where he had
to get off to walk across the bridge to go home. So he
talked them into stopping, letting, uh, letting the
train stop, and uh, to get off with him. And they
walked across the bridge with him and got on the train
in Louisa that left shortly after this train that came
into Fort Gay, which was an N & W train~ and this, he
told them that if they would walk across the bridge
with him, and get on the train in Louisa, and go on
to Catlettsburg that that would be one way they could,
you know, go on their way wherever · they were going
and probably would avoid a lot of trouble. So I
thought that was pretty exciting.
RCS:

And they did follow his advice?

EWS:

And they did, uh huh.

RCS:

Do you know, uh, about what year that might have been,
that they held up that train:

EWS:

I would say, I would say that it would have been in
around the, uh, early, early twenties.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

Uh huh.

RCS:

Uh, getting back to your mother. What were some of the,
uh, jobs or duties that she performed?

EWS:

Well, my mother, of course, did the regular, uh, job
and regular duties that any housewife would do with as
many children as she had, (laughter) and all. And she,
uh, she would prefer, if she had had her choice, she
would prefer, uh, working out in the flowers or in the
garden or in the yard or anything besides housework.
She somehow did not like it. But I must say that my
mother, uh, was quite a good seamstress, and she made
all.of the childrens clothes, and she made some of my
father's shirts, and that was back in the, when I was
growing up.

They did.

~
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RCS:

Uh huh.

EWS:

Arid, uh, I, I would say around 19, in 1910, 1912,
along in there.

RCS:

She didn't have any trouble getting the materials?

EWS:

No, she, they'd seem to be able to find the materials.
And some of the materials were just beautiful. And,
uh, she did, uh, she was uh, and no one taught her
how. It was just a gift, I suppose. And, uh, but we
were, after we moved to Louisa, uh, we uh, were fortunate enough to get some people to help us. That is,
with the housework and with the laundry and with, uh,
different things around the house that, that my mother
wasn't, it was just too much for her to do. And to
keep us going, all of us, going to school. So we had,
uh, the two little girls, two little, well, I would
say they were young ladies, and they lived, uh, on the,
uh, West Virginia side of the river, right below Fort
Gay. And they would come and wash all day for us, and
iron the next day, and they would come back and iron
all day long and they would only charge a dollar for
washing and a dollar for ironing. And they came, if
it were sunrrnertime they would come barefooted. (laughter)
And, uh, but they were very faithful, they came all the
time. And then, of course, uh, we had people that, uh,
worked in the yard, and as I said, they were not, uh, it
was not difficult to get them because they would work
very cheap. And, uh, as you know there, money was not
too plentiful. And, uh, so my mother did a lot, you
asked about my mother, she did a lot of canning, too.
She always canned, uh, all of our food, practically.
All the vegetables and all the fruit that she could
get.

RCS:

Were they the glass cans that you have now, or?

EWS:

Yes, we had the glass cans, that we have now, and I
have one right now that is, they were, that is it is
an antique that belonged to my mother and its blue.

RCS:

Oh.

EWS:

uh, huh.

RCS:

Uh, well, how about you yourself. What duties did you
have to perform while you were growing up, around the
house, specifically?
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EWS:

Well, uh, we, we really and truly tried to keep our
own rooms clean. And, uh, there were things that my
mqther would ask us to do. Uh, II!aybe, uh, help with
the cooking, and help, uh, with the different things
that she might be having to do around the house. And
especially at dinnertime, when we would have to set the
table, wash the dishes, and do what we could in the
way of cooking which wasn't very much. But, she, she
did most of that.

RCS:

Okay. Uh, did you
have specific jobs
one would take on,
would
take care
of
' •
sewing,
etc ..?

EWS:

Well, we, at that time, they, some of the younger
children were, we had to take care of them, just always
know where the younger ones were. And, uh, nothing, uh,
well we just switched about. We did, we didn't do one
specific thing all the time, we did many things. What ever happened to come up that needed attention or needed
our care, why we'd do it, if we could.

RCS:

Okay.
life?

EWS:

Yes. We were, we were religious. All of the people,
most of the people in our neighborhood and in our vicinity
were very religious people. They, there wasn't too many
places to go. Not that, I wouldn't say that they would
not have been religious anyway, but they were religious
people. And, uh, they, they went to church. We, went to,
even, all the children. My mother would get up and get
all that, uh, all those girls ready. And we would all
go to church and Sunday school every Sunday. My father
taught, if he wasn't if he didn't preach, he ~aught, uh,
one of the Sunday school classes. And, uh, so, then I
has an uncle that, his name was, uh, my, my, uh, grandmother on my father's, ,,on my paternal side of the family,
my grandmother had been married twice. And, uh, so she
married, uh, a See. And, uh ...

RCS:

Would you spell that, please?

EWS:

S, S, capital S double e, See. She married, uh, and
she had ·a son. And his name was Lon See, L-0-N. And
he was an ordained Methodist minister and a circuit

and the other children in the family
that you normally performed, such as
uh, cleaning a certain room, another
cooking, anoth_e r would take care of

Did, uh, did religion plar a large role in your
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rider. And, uh, of course, he, uh, rode horseback
on any, uh, most the time on horseback, and would go
to all the churches in that part of the, of the county.
And, uh, we always enjoyed looking, waiting for him
to come because it was, uh, really very, uh, very
pleasant because, uh, my father, he and my father
always ended up talking about the Bible and arguing
about the Bible. And, but it was, uh, it was, uh,
always something to look forward to, to see Uncle
Lon come at least once or twice a year. He would
come our way. He, his route would take him past
our house and he would always spend the night with
us.

RCS:

Your neighborhood was part of the circuit.

EWS:

Yes, yes it was.

RCS:

Uh, what were the, uh, sects that were mostly in your
vicinity, such as the Baptists, the Methodists; were
there any others?

EWS:

Oh well, there, as you know, there are many other, uh,
there are many branches of the Baptist religion. Uh,
there are, there were, uh, well I must, I must say that
one, I remember going with my father one Sunday to a
foot-washing Baptist meeting, which was an all - day
meeting. And, uh, they, uh, brought lunches or dinners
or baskets of food. And, uh, they preached all day and
then after that they washed each other's feet. · So I
saw someone washing my father's feet. And I was very
small, but I remembered it very well. And then we had,
uh, we had Methodists, uh, and, uh, uh, we had uh, the
Holiness Church and the Church of God. And, uh, those
are all I remember that we had in those days.

RCS:

No Catholic church, or ...

EWS:

No, not up there at all. Uh, uh. Not at all. Nor,
uh, uh, Episcopolean or Presbyterian, we didn't have.

RCS:

Did, uh, most everybody, uh, attend the churches, say,
would Baptists go to the Methodist churches sometimes
and would the Methodists come to the Baptists churches
sometimes?

EWS:

Well, no., not, not very much. Uh, we did as children,
you know, for, maybe, uh, they would have some kind of
entertainment or some kind of program, program and we
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would go to the singing, uh, program that they would
have at Christmas time. But, but we were, we would
visit each othe'r. We would visit other churches at
times when they had programs, at Christmas or at Easter
time.
RCS:

Were, were you ever exposed, uh, in any way to any
moonshining going on in your area?

EWS:

Well, I knew that there were moonshine stills in the
hills lp there. They, we knew that, and, uh, sometimes
they, they, revenue people would come and make raids
and tear down the stills (laughter) and break 'em all
up and, and destroy them and then try to find out who
they belonged to or who all the whiskey belonged to.
And, uh, so that happened fairly often. Yes, they
were, they were there. They made the moonshine
whiskey.

RCS:

Uh, how did people travel most the time in your area?
(paper shuffling)

EWS:·

Uh, in the traveling, uh, most, most of the time, even
when I was in high school, we had no paved highways.
And, uh, the, uh, roads, the highways, were just plain
old dirt roads. And there were very few cars, very few
cars. Even when I was in high school. And I, uh, I
know that we, uh, I had this friend that her father was
a doctor, and he gave her a car. And all the kids
thought it was the most wonderful thing ever. And she
learned to drive, and she would take us, she'd take us
all, all that she could get in the car, and take us for
a ride every day.

RCS:

What kind of car was it?

EWS:

Well, it was a Buick.

RCS:

Do you remember what model?

EWS:

Yes.

RCS:

Do you remember the, uh, make, the year, and ...

EWS:

No, no, I wouldn't. Because at that time I had no idea,
you know, I mean, I just thought it was something that
was so unusual, I didn't, I just thought it was great
that we could get in it and it would start and we would
take a ride and it would take us there and bring us back.
But I did know the name of it was a Buick.

It was a Buick.

Oh, my heavens you can imagine. Yes.
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RCS:

Did you get a chance to travel very much:

EWS:

Well really we didn't. No. We'd travel, we made
short trips. - Maybe we'd come to Ashland, but by that
time the, the, trains were coming up and down the Big
Sandy. And, uh, the, the passenger trains, of course.
And, uh, so, uh, we would make short trips maybe down
here for something if we had, that we couldn't get up
there or, uh, over to Huntington.

RCS:

Were the trains nice?

EWS:

Oh, they were very nice. Always, always loaded.
They'd, but they. uh, they had, in the summertime you
would get on the train and they would put all the windows
up and it would just nearly blow your head off if you
were sitting· close to the window. (laughter). And all
of the dirt would come in your face and in your eyes,
and, of course, now, the later, in the later, uh, models,
of course, they had air conditioning and the windows were,
well, they wouldn't believe you if you ever told them
you rode.a train with the windows all up, you know, in
the, on the passenger train. The trains were elegant
back in those days. They had what they called a parlor
car. And they had, uh, a diner. Very, very nice, and
very pleasant. Except when the windows were open.

RCS:

What was health care like in your area, uh, in Louisa?

EWS:

Well, it was, in, in, it was not very good. Uh, the
doctors were very few and far between. Uh, if, say,
for instance, if we still lived in Potter, three miles
below Louisa, and would have to have a doctor, it would
be very difficult. My father would have to ride a horse
and go get 'em, and bring 'em back, and, and, uh, then
in Louisa, even then, they did have a little hospital
at that time in Louisa. And, uh, uh, there were only
two or three doctors, about three doctors in Louisa.

RCS:

Do you remember their names?

EWS:

Yes, I do. One was my friends father, who was Doctor
T. D. Bugess. And, uh, the other was Doctor Bromley
and Doctor York, who was our neighbor, that had the
small hospital. And he had a great big long beard
and we called him Santa Claus. You know, he had this
beard (laughter). He was real nice.

RCS:

What about midwives?

Were there any?
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EWS:

Well now, the midwives, of course, uh, the people used
them all the time that were, that needed them, because
they could n·ot uh, depend on the doctors, esp'e-cially
if they lived out in the county. And, uh, so., I even
know that my mother had midwives at different times.
And, uh, so, uh, they seemed to be, uh, about the best
they could do. I mean, uh, because you could not always
find a doctor.

RCS:

Did they seem to do a good job?

EWS:

They did. They seemed to be very good. They, ·they
had evidently studied the procedures of, of childbirth
and evidently made that a profession of their own. And
they were, well, quite good.

RCS:

Did you have any personal experiences with any midwives?

EWS:

No. Not ever.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

My education. I went to, uh, of course, I went to
Louisa High School and graduated. And then from there
I went to Marshall for a year. And then I went over to,
uh, Morehead for a summer term.

Uh, lets talk a little bit about your education.

RCS:

Well, what, what was, uh, your grade school like?

EWS:

My grade school?

RCS:

Uh, huh.

EWS:

My grade school was very interesting.
uh, you mean when I went to school?

RCS:

Yes.

EWS:

Alright. I, I started out in the first grade,of course,
and, uh, I went all the way through to the eighth grade,
and then from the eighth grade I went into high school.

RCS:

Uh, was your school very large?

EWS:

Yes. They, uh, in Louisa, yes. You see, I didn't go
down in .the country when we lived at Potter, I didn't
go to school at all. I was too young. So I, uh, only
remember in Louisa. Louisa, of course, is just a, a
small town. About two thousand, I think the population
is. So, but anyway, I then, after I graduated from

I started out,

Your grade school?

Ii
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high school · I ,went, I told you about going to Marshall
and going ·to Morehead. And then I taught school, after
I had been to 1Morehead and, uh, Marshall. I taught
school at Pri~hard, West Virginia, was my first school.
RCS:

What year was that?

EWS:

Now that was 1929.

RCS:

Would you describe the school at Prichard?

EWS:

Yes, I will. Uh, the school at Prichard was a tworoom school. Uh, one room, I for instance had four
grades, the first to the fourth. And the next teacher,
her name was, uh, Mrs. Skeens, and she had four grades,
uh, fourth, fifth, sixth, the seventh and eighth. She
had four grades and I had four grades. We had no, there
was no running water, no, uh, uh, well, they burnt coal
in some big, you know, the pot bellied stoves. And uh,
the water that we used had to be drawn from a well which
was out front. There were no, absolutely no conveniences
whatsoever. And I had to stay in the little station stop
of Prichard which is not far below the Hewlett I was
telling you about. And, uh, I spent, I stayed with a
family by the name of, uh, Prichard, I believe. No,
Prichard was the station stop, it wasn't Prichard. The
family's name, I've forgotten, then. And anyway I stayed
with this family uh, from Sunday until Friday and then
from, uh, Friday I would cross the river and ?o over to
Buchanan, Kentucky, and go over in a boat. Id get one
of the children to take me over and pay them ...
(Break
in tape)
,
(Side Two)

EWS:

... I don't guess. I crossed the river at, uh, at
Prichard and crossed over to Buchanan, Kentucky and
got the little train from there to Louisa, to my home.
And, uh, as I said, I, I had to come back. When I
would come back on Sunday night then I would come
back on the West Virginia side, because that little
train, uh, was just right for me to come back, er, on
Sunday night. But there was no way I could get home
unless I crossed at, uh, went up on the Big Sandy
train. So I, uh, I really enjoyed it. It was very
hard, it was a hardship, really. It was really a
very, ..a difficult thing, uh, for me to teach four
grades in one room. And especially the first grade,
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the second grade, the third grade, the fourth grade,
their very young children. If you have to.hold their
attention .
. RCS:

Were there many students?

EWS:

Well, there were not too many, but I would say there
would be, most of the time probably, if the weather
permitted, there would be probably around twenty,
twenty - five maybe.

RCS:

I'd like to pack up just a minute, if you don't mind.

EWS:

Alright.

RCS:

And ask you what year you, uh, attended college?

EWS:

Well, the years I went to college was '27 and '28.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

Well, in '27.

RCS:

Can you tell me anything about Marshall at that time?

EWS:

Well, I, I, uh, I went to Marshall because, uh, uh, one
or two of the girls that I graduated from high school
with were, were going, and they wanted me to go. So
I, I had not made up my mind where I was going. So I
did go, and, uh, I, I really liked it very much. It
took me a long time to adjust. And its so different
from, it was so different from high school. And there
were so many of the students failing the first, the
freshman English course that we had to take, that it,
it, frightened me, to, you know, I thought well I'll
fail it, too. But I was lucky enough to, you know,
not.

RCS:

Do you remember your teachers name?

EWS:

And I went on. Well, I can't, I can't remember, I
remember Mr. Toole, Professor Toole, who was a very fine
history teacher and I was very fond of him. And I
remember a Mrs. Biedermann, that, uh, B, Biedermann,
I, I believe her name was Biedermann, that was one of
the, uh, teachers I had in, uh, in, in one of the education
courses I was taking. Uh, the science teacher I don't
remember, its been so long ago. And then I remember
Professor Page who, uh, uh, was there so long. He was,
uh, he was an English teacher.

Uh, what year were you at Marshall?

,,
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RCS:

Alright. How about, uh, Morehead.
about that?

EWS:

Well, Morehead; I, I went to Morehead, too~ because
my, had, the same teacher I had, the principal of
Morehead, I mean the, the, principal of high school
was the dean at Morehead when I went to school.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

So I was very lucky. I knew, you know, he looked out
for us all. And saw that we, you know, we r~ally needed
help having to select our courses, so, we wouldn't, you
know, lose any credit at all. And if you were going to
teach, you had to have certain things, and he, he was
very nice and helpful to us. So, uh, on, and the salary,
I must tell you that the salary I got the first year I
taught at Prichard, I think was $76.00 a month. Can
you imagine that?

RCS:

No. Uh, was tha, uh, you know, at that time.
guess that wasn't a very good salary, was it?

EWS:

Oh no, no, no.

RCS:

Uh, what year did you get married?

EWS:

Well, I married in, uh, at, I believe it was, uh,
November the 9th, 1929. And I was still teaching when
I married.

RCS:

Uh.

EWS:

I was teaching at Fort Gay then. But that was, uh, uh,
certainly a different place to teach. I only had one
room and, the only, I mean I had one room and just one
grade, the fourth grade, which I enjoyed very much. We
were, they were, very modern, they were, had a new
school building and, and all the nice things that a
school building had back in those, 1929, you know. And
you think how long ago that's been.

RCS:

Yes.

EWS:

We, we married in Jackson, uh, Ohio. I came down on
that little train I was telling you about on a Saturday,
and Clayton met me down here at the railroad station.
And we got in his car and went over to Jackson, Ohio,
and married. And then we came back and I came right

Uh, where were you married?

Can you tell me

I

Where?
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on back. I spent the weekend here and then went on
back ~p home because I had to go right on and teach
school the next day. Monday, you know.
RCS:

What did he ' do?

EWS:

Oh, he was an attorney. He was a young attorney. He
came here from Lexington and he, uh, joined the, uh,
law firm of Woods, uh, Stewart and Nickel and Smoot.
And, uh, he uh, he had graduated, I believe, from high
school back in 19 , I mean from the law school at the
University ~f Kentucky in 1926. He came r,ight on, on,
on up after · graduating the next year and started
practicing law.

RCS:

Did you, uh, move to Ashland the following year?

EWS:

I went there, uh, to Ashland in the following sunnner
after the school had closed. I taught two years at
Fort Gay. And, uh, so I, uh I taught, uh, I, I waited
until school was out and then I came on down here and
we, uh, bought, we were out looking for houses and
that sort of thing, and found a house.

RCS:

What year was this?

EWS:

Well.

RCS:

1930?

EWS:

Yes.

RCS:

Okay. And where did you live?
house?

EWS:

Oh, my first house was, uh, on Blackburn Avenue and
it was right up close to Old Orchard. The subdivision
of Old Orchard. It was very nice, the lot. And we
lived there for several years. And, uh ...

RCS:

What was Ashland like at that time?

EWS:

Well, Ashland really, Ashland back in those days was a
whole lot better than it is now. (laughter) That's a
fact. We had at least two very nice hotels. We had
the Ventura Hotel, which was down on, uh, uh ...

RCS:

12th?

In the '30's.
Where was your first
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EWS:

13th and, between 12th and 13th Street on Winchester.
A very nice hotel. And then we had the Henry Clay,
which was ~ice, which is up on 18th and Winchester.
Which has now been converted into apartments, I think.
Now we have no hotels at all. But, uh, really, uh, uh,
of course there, in, a lot of those ye~rs were the
Depression years, you know. And money was, was hard
to get. And, uh, it was hard to make and hard to keep,
because, uh, uh, you, you just couldn't get a whole
lot of things. And, uh, but we managed, everybody
seemed to manage. And we, uh, uh, probably didn't live
as well as people with, ought to live, now, that were
getting married. But we really, uh, got along just
fine, I thin~, without having too much. But just enough
that we were confortable.

RCS:

Did they have the sale of alcohol at that time in
Ashland?

EWS:

Yes, they, did not, I don't remember whether that was
the year. I know that, uh, they had alcohol here, uh,
but I cannot remember the year. Of course, it was, it
was in the '30's. Yes it was. And, in the late '30's
or early '40's and, uh, of course, everything was booming
then with a~cohol. They had uh, uh, liquor stores and
they had, un, they had, uh, rooms in the, uh ...

RCS:

In the pool halls?

EWS:

In the what?

RCS:

Pool halls?

EWS:

Oh yes, oh, heavens yes (laughter).! should say. But
I hwas talking about the cocktail lounges in the hotels,
what I was trying to think of. And of course you know
that, uh, it, they had, uh, back in those days, they
had organs in their dining room and in the cocktail
lounges. And, you know, it was, uh, it was a pretty
nice place to go. Uh, you'd go have dinner and, and
probably have a cocktail, but uh, you didn't, of course,
if you didn't want to. But, uh, it, Ashland was really
a very, it was a much busier than it is now and there
was more business, it seems to me, than there is now.
It, its been at a standstill here for many years. It
has not grown at all. It, I think the population is
still 29,000 people. And that was, there was more
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than that when we came here in, uh, when I came here
in 1930.
RCS:

Uh, you spoke a little bit about it earlier, but, uh, -·

I would like for you to go back and talk a little bit
about what the Depression was like for people in
this area.
EWS:

Uh.

RCS:

For yourself.

EWS:

Oh.

RCS:

Well, did it make, uh, living especially hard for you?

EWS:

No it did not. That's just what I got through telling
you. It, it was, it, we were in a, in a depression.
But it did not, it, we, I cannot say that we suffered
for anything or wanted anything. We may not have had
what all the things that we'd like to have had, which
you couldn't get. But, uh, it, it was not, people
accepted it and went on and did the best they could
do with what they had. And, uh that, of course, was
the only sensible thing to do.

RCS:

What did you think of, uh, what President Roosevelt
did once he was elected? Uh, do you think that he
helped, uh, get rid of the Depression?

EWS:

Well I really don't know whether he helped ?et, huh,
get rid of the Depression or not. I, I don t, I don't
know with all these organizations that he, he organized
like the WPA and all these things in order to give people
work. And, uh, he may have helped in some ways. Probably those things were help to people. Because it did
give them work to do. Uh, even if they just built
fences or built anything.

RCS:

Uh, you say that most of the people around here were,
uh, favorable of what President Roosevelt was doing?

EWS:

I can't say that they were favorable, no. Not at the
last. I, I don't think they approved. Of course, its
just like any other, uh, administration that any other
President might have. There are people that will agree
with what's going on or what he's doing. And, of course,
always those that will not, that it is not what they
1 i ke . so , uh ...

From, from the beginning.

Well, uh, which way would, I mean, in ....
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RCS:

They say everybody can remember where they were when
World War Two began. Can you remember?

EWS:

Yes, I, I can, when, when World, when, when it begun7

RCS:

Well, actually I'm, I'm referring to the attack on
Pearl Harbor.

EWS:

No, I cannot remember exactly where I was, uh, when
the attack on Pearl Harbor happened. I, of course,
certainly remember it. And in those days, uh, after
World War Two, why, uh, people, uh, were, uh, still,
of course, in those depression days and still having
hard time making a living. And, and money, as I said,
was so scarce. Uh, then, uh, the, during the war, we
had, uh, Clayton and Lambert came here and took part
of Armco over. And they were making shells for the
war. And, uh, which gave a lot of people employment.
An awful lot of women worked there in the plant. Uh,
especially, uh, uh, younger women and, uh, a lot of
young men who were not going to war. Of course, most
of 'em were·going to war, most of the young men. So
therefore, it gave the women work. And I worked there
myself for, uh, about a year.

RCS:

What did you do there?

EWS:

Well, I was what you call an inspector. And, uh, we,
the shells would come through by, uh, by conveyers.

RCS:

By conveyer belts?

EWS:

Conveyers. And we would take them off as they came
by our table and inspect them to see that there were not
any flaws. We knew what to look for, of course, they
told us. And so, then, if they were, uh, not, uh,
good shells, or they had defects in them, we would
throw them out, you know.

RCS:

How big were the shells?

EWS:

Well, I would say they were (gesture).

RCS:

Oh, about 12 inches?

EWS:

I would ·say they were about 12 inches, uh, huh.

RCS:

Uh, do you know where the, uh, how they shipped these
shells out?
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EWS:

Well, I don't really know. Of course, down at Armco,
where we did all the work, Armco gave, uh, part of their
plant to this company who had the contract with the
government to make the shells. And Armco, of course,
its ri?ht down there where all the trains are right
below em, the C & 0 yards and everything. So I would
say they would have been shipped out of here by train.

RCS:

Okay. Uh, what years, then, did you work at Armco?
What year did you start working there?

EWS:

Well, shortly after the war, after the World War Two.

RCS:

Began?

EWS:

Uh, huh.

RCS:

Late '41, early 1942?

EWS:

I'd say '42 or 3, someplace along there.
after the war started.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

Well, I worked, I worked most of the time.
did, uh huh.

RCS:

Did women have any difficulty with the men working at
the plant?

EWS:

No. Uh, the somen, most of the women, uh, we worked
shifts just like the men. The three shifts, the, the
midnight shift and the afternoon shift and the morning,
daytime shift. We worked all the shifts just like
Armco worked. But we, uh, where I worked on, uh,
inspecting shells, uh, there were no men except some
supervisors that would come by. And then they finally
taught some of the women to be supervisors over the
different groups of women. Now, of course, there were
other things that they had to do. They had to make
those shells before they got to us. So, uh, there were
a lot of women working back on machines and operating-.
machines, and, uh, just doing a lot of, uh, very difficult work. And I'm sure it was very hard on them. Because, but the job I did was not a dirty job, but it was,
you know, something that you had to be very careful about.
Be sure that the shells were, were alright and were, and
didn't have any defects in them.

Uh, shortly

And did you work all the way through the war?

1

•

Yes, I
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RCS:

Did they pay you very well?

EWS:

Well, the'.money was very well, yes, it was very well.
It was much more than anybody else had paid. And, uh,
that, of course, was something that the women liked,
too, was being able to make that much money. And I've
forgotten what the salaries were. But they were a
whole lot more than you could have ever gotten working
anyplace else.

RCS:

Did the plant have, uh, tight security during the war?

EWS:

Oh, indeed, indeed. You always had to, to show your
credentials before you ever entered and, and, uh, I'm
sure that they, they were, well, I'm sure the companies
all had their own detectives .and everything all around,
all over the building.

RCS:

So they didn't have soldiers, they had men for security.

EWS:

They had detectives, that is security, uh huh.

RCS:·

Okay.

EWS:

Yes I did. He, uh, he and my oldest sister, uh, they
married into the same family. They married into the
Dixon family. And they were, uh, a, I suppose they
would have been, uh, in - laws, because, uh, he married
Roberta Dixon and Herma, my oldest sister married Fred
Dixon. So, uh, and then Herma went to school, she and
Fred Vinson went to school together. And, uh, I can
remember, she was a teacher, too, and I must tell you
that back in her days, now remember that there was,
as many children as there were in my family, she was
the oldest. And when she was 17 years old, she took a
teacher's examination, in order to teach school. Back
in those days, you hardly had a college graduate teaching.
A, uh, usually you would have someone like Herma, who
had finished the eighth grade, and then would take the,
uh, teachers examination that was made up by the state.
And, uh, if you passed it and made a very good grade you,
of course, got a school. If you, of course, knew who
the school board members were. Sometimes you'd run into
difficulties there, which you don't run into like that
anymore. But anyway, she, uh, taught for little or
nothing, and she taught in one-room schools. And was
only 17 'years old. And she made, uh, very high grades
on her teacher's examination. And anyway, she was in a

Uh, you knew, uh, Fred Vinson very well.
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class in high, in Louisa, what we called the Louisa
Normal College, which was before Louisa High School.
And I think I might have told you something about that
college before. Well anyway, she and Fred Vinson, uh, were, uh, students there, and they had a spelling bee
and, in the county, and other counties. And so they
were in the, uh, spelling bee, and my sister outspelled
Fred Vinson, and he almost blew his top, because he
felt sure that he would win that spelling bee. (laughter).
And, uh, so she was so elated because she won it. And
were elated too, because she beat him. And he was a hard
loser.
RCS:

Uh, huh. Well, it seems like a lot of people that get
into the, uh, high position and demand high things from
themselves are, uh, a little bit of hard losers.

EWS:

Absolutely.

RCS:

And he certainly went to the top with the Chief Justice
of the United States.

EWS:_

Oh, indeed. Indeed he did. And, uh, he was a very
fine and likeable person. Was, and he was a very smart
man, too. But, uh, we've often laughed about Herma
outspelling him, and which hurt him so, that he just, I,
I think that it was just such a blow to him. And we
were so proud of her because she did win the spelling
bee. And, of course, that was an honor back in those
days, you know. She won it in the county, in that
county.

RCS:

Okay.

EWS:

Well I believe, really, I, I think it must have been,
uh, around, the time, probably 1928 or 1929 just before
I came here.

RCS:

Do you remember what he was doing at that time?

EWS:

Yes. He was practicing law.

RCS:

He had his own practice?

EWS:

Yes. He had, he came here and practiced law. He was
with, uh, Clyde Miller, and attorney from Louisa, uh,
came down, and he lived here, too, at that time. And
he, Fred was in law practice with him. So, uh, of
course, and then he ran for Congress and then, that's

When did he move to Ashland?

Can you remember?

Uh, huh.

•
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where he started. And then from Congress he went on to
different jobs, that, uh, under the Adminiatration of
Roosevelt and, uh, Harry Truman, too.
·
RCS:

He was Treasurer at one time, wasn't he?

EWS:

Yes.

RCS:

Secretary of the Treasury?

EWS:

Yes, yes, and sever al, several different important
positions, I mean, in the government.

RCS:

Do you remember where he lived while he was in Ashland?

EWS:

Yes. Well, where he lived in Ashland, he lived out on
Central Parkway. And, uh, the house is still there.
However, who bought it changed the old fence and different
things, which don't look like it did when they lived
there. It's not nearly as pretty this way as it was,
when they lived there. And, of course, they didn't live
here very long, because he shortly, he went to Congress.
And, then, of course, that was the end of his living
in Ashland, and he, he they lived in Washington all the
time. And Roberta is still living, his wife, and lives
in Washington.

RCS:

Uh, you knew him, uh, well enough to play cards with
him, uh ....

EWS:

Oh, I played cards with him. Yes, I played bridge with
him a lot. I've played bridge with he and Dr. Sparks
and, uh, I'm trying to think who else. Oh, John Dietrich, another lawyer here in town. And, uh, they, they
would be out there, out to Fred's, you know, out, probably
on some business or something and they would want to play
bridge, and they knew I played. And they would call me,
and I would, you know, come over and play with 'em. It
was, it was quite a treat to play with those three fellows.

RCS:

Were they good?

EWS:

Oh, Fred was excellent, excellent. Much better than
Mr. Dietrich and, and Dr. Sparks, that's who the other
one was. Doctor, uh, let's see, there were two Dr.
Sparks' -in Louisa. But this one, I think his name was
Jim. Nope, Proctor, Proctor, I think it was Proctor, Dr.
Proctor Sparks. He was from Louisa, too, but he later
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came, Ashland is full of Lawrence County people.
Nearly all the doctors, and I suppose, uh, I don't
know whether there are as ·many lawyers, · but there
are so many doctors that came here from.Lawrence
County. Especially out around Blaine, which is
twenty miles from Louisa.
RCS:

Why do you think that might be?

EWS:

I don't know . I've often wondered why there were,
there were just so many. And, uh, there, uh, (paper
shuffling) I, I have no idea why.· I, I don't know,
unless they were just good enough students and lucky
enough to get into a, into the medical college at
the Louisville.

RCS:

Uh, huh.

EWS:

Uh huh.

RCS:

Wasn't he, uh, fairly, uh, strongly related with the
Republican Party?

EWS:

Oh yes, very, very, uh huh.

RCS:

Could you tell me a little bit about him?

EWS:

Well, uh, I don't know, of course, Mr. Dietrich had
his own law firm down, uh, on, uh, 16th Street down in
the Price Building. And, uh, he had, uh, he was with
Judge Lykins, Chesley Lykins, whose from up to Fort
Gay, really. And, uh, then he was with, uh, Judge
Imes, Armond Imes, you know, who was the police judge
for years and years and years. And I believe that
that, I can't remember anybody else in that law firm.
But I, I know that that's who was with him for a long
time. And he was quite a leader in the Republican
Party. You wouldn't of thought that he and Fred Vinson
would have been the great friends that they were, with
one being a very, very strong leader in the Democratic
Party, and the other a strong leader, like Mr. Dietrich,
in the Republican Party. But they were the very best
of friends.

RCS:

So Mr, was Mr. Dietrich, uh, powerful on the national
level in the Republican Party?

EWS:

Well, uh, well I would say he could have been heard,
you know. I don't know that he held any, uh, positions,

Uh, you mentioned, uh, John Dietrich?
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but he was strong enough that he could, now I know
that he, uh, was strong enough that he got some people,
uh, some'. pretty nice jobs through his, uh, being with
the Republican Party and connected with the, knew the
right ones to ask and all in the Party. And judgeship,
I know that he got, uh, one of the judges that we have
right now, uh, right here in town right now, he got
this, he got his judgeship for him. (Sirens in background).
RCS:

Uh, do you, uh, well why don't you tell me a little bit
about some of the, uh, experiences that , your sister
Mary Tudor had.

EWS:

Oh Mary, yes. We .. , Mary was, uh, Mary graduated from,
uh, from the Louisa, the Kentucky Normal College. Told
you about that, haven't I. (laughter) Lord.

RCS:

Uh huh.

EWS:

And so Mary decided that she wanted to take a business
course and not go on to high school. So she, uh, and
Charlene, that's my other sister that lives in Ports mouth. They both were, uh, took the business courses,
stenographic courses. And, and so, uh, Mary, uh, as
long as she was in Louisa, she was a court reporter
down at the courthouse for all the trials and all the
court proceedings and all that went on. And shw was
quite good. And she stayed there until she married.
And, of course, she married Bob Tudor, who was a coal
operator up Big Sandy, up in the real coal fields. Up,
uh, in around, Beaver Creek and up in there. He owned
some mines. And, uh, and so then she married Bob, and,
uh, so they went to North Carolina and, and lived until
he, he died very young. And, uh, I think he was 36 years
old when he passed away. So then Mary went back to work.
And she, uh, she went to Washington just after he passed
away. And she was very fortunate. She worked in the
State depart, State Department, in the Pentagon building,
and was over, during the war, she was over a lot of , uh,
girls, the extra help that they had to have. And she
had a whole, uh, group of girls that she was over and,
and, in the, uh, Pentagon building. And then, of course,
she was very lucky to go on a lot of trips to, to the
world meetings on, uh, world affairs in, uh, France,
in, uh, Switzerland, and uh ...

RCS:

She also attended the first United Nations meeting, did
she not?
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EWS:

Yes, she certainly was. And the other, the other, uh,
the first, uh, meeting of that type that President
Roosevelt organized was., and I cannot think of the
name. Uh, it was, uh, something like a, something
like Camp David, but it was called something else.

RCS:

Potsdam?

EWS:

Well, no, it was ...

RCS:

Well, but that was after President Roosevelt had died.

EWS:

Yes. This was, uh, I can't think what it was. But
anyway she was a, she was, she was in on all those, uh,
meetings that they had and had quite a, (paper shuffling)
it was quite a, very nice experience for her. And she,
uh, yes. (paper shuffling)

RCS:

She, uh, then, uh, after working with the government
during the war, she didn't, uh, continue with them
much longer, did she? Did she come back here?

EWS:

No, she didn't. She worked. Then she went after the
war, after things settled down during the war, and all
these organizations that they, uh, they, uh, they had
just recently organized. And I can't think, I wish I
could think of the first one, but I can't. And, uh,
she went on then on back to the State Department. During
the war, she was in the Pentagon building with a group
of girls under her. And then, uh, after that she went
to the State Department and she worked in the State
Department until she retired. And then she came back
here and lived. And, uh, so she had a very interesting
life. She traveled all over the world, nearly, with the
government, on different, uh, whatever they might happen
to be having. And, uh, so, uh, it was all very interesting. And she enjoyed it.

RCS:

Is there anything else that you would like to add,
particularly?

EWS:

No.

RCS:

To any of the discussion that we've had?

EWS:

Well, I, I can't really think of anything. Uh, I don't
know what you might be interested in. Of course, there
are a lot of things I could tell you. But, whether or
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not it would be what you might want to hear or what you
might want to, me to say, or what might fit in with what
we have~already done, you know.
_ ______ __ _
RCS:

That'll be all?

EWS:

I don't know.

RCS:

Well, I'm sure, sure we can think of a few things next
time and I thank you.

EWS:

Oh, indeed. I'd be glad to. I, I can think of, of
many, many things, you know, that, uh, that might be
interesting, because of the fact that you just don't
hear those things now. I mean, people would look at
me and say, well, well you must have lived back in the
dark ages.

RCS:

(laughter) Well, we know better than that, and I
certainly thank you very much.

EWS:

Well, you're quite welcome.

